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assumption of chance combinations of unrecognized traits of ability 
widely scattered throughout the race (p. 235). They even assert that 
this is the chief source of genius (p. 244). To all of this the sociologist 
with an environmental bias may answer that until the biologists produce 
data instead of assumptions based on analogy in support of their con- 
clusions, Lester F. Ward's arguments {Applied Sociology) have as much 
evidence back of them as these. 

In regard to the crossing of races they say: "The hybridization of 
extremes is undesirable because of the improbability of regaining the 
merits of the originals, yet hybridization of somewhat nearly related 
races is almost a prerequisite to rapid progress, for from such hybridi- 
zation comes that moderate amount of variability which presents the 
possibility of the super-individual, the genius" (p. 263). Thus they 
would oppose the intermingling biologically of white, black, and yellow 
races, but they would urge the interbreeding of peoples of Western 
Europe and the United States, including the Jews. 

L. L. Bernard 

University of Minnesota 



German Social Democracy during the War. By Edwyn Bevan. 
New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 1919. Pp. x+280. $2 . 50. 

This book gives an interesting and enlightening narrative of the 
activities and deliberations of the Social Democratic party from the 
beginning of the war to the close of the administration of Chancellor 
Michaelis in October, 191 7. The narrative is based on published docu- 
ments, speeches reported in the Social Democratic press, etc. The 
attention centers about the split in the party — the varying struggle 
between the will to support the government and vote war appropriations 
and the conviction that Germany and Austria were the aggressors in the 
war and, therefore, that the goverment's war policy should be unyield- 
ingly opposed. The troublesome minority grows steadily in influence 
under an ever-changing leadership, but this growth finds its explanation 
in the fact that the masses were worn out by the exactions of the war and 
were clamoring for peace. The author, in his Preface, calls attention 
to the fact that, with the collapse of Russian opposition on the Eastern 
front, this desire for peace changed to enthusiastic support of the gov- 
ernment. One notes with interest the characterization of many well- 
know party leaders — and their dramatic outbursts against autocratic 
military domination. 
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